MA Timeline
Please use this Checklist in addition to the SP Area MA Degree Requirements Checklist, which is a more detailed list of the MA Degree Requirements. The SP Area anticipates that the MA Degree will take 2 years to complete.

Timeline Overview: Keep in mind that throughout each of these years you will want to be publishing as much as possible.  Aim to present research at a minimum of 1 conference per year (this can include local conferences and/or brownbag series). Data willing, aim to be an author on at least one paper by the end of your MA.  Also remember that you will likely TA during some portion of this timeline.
MA 1:
Apply for funding (SSHRC, OGS)

Get the majority of your coursework completed


Start into at least one research project (your MA research)


Submit your MA proposal to your committee by April.


Submit final MA proposal by May.

A brief brownbag presentation (e.g., 15 minutes) on your research interests and/or results to date to the SP Area in the end of March.


Present your research at a conference.

MA 2:
Apply for funding (SSHRC, OGS)


Complete coursework


Complete your MA research


Submit a draft of your thesis to your advisor by March


Submit a draft of your thesis to your advisor and other committee member by April


Submit your thesis to your oral defense committee by May; 


A defense date should be set for June if possible (faculty often take holidays in July or August) and no later than early September for unusual circumstances.

Official requirements of the department are in the Psychology Graduate Calendar.

MA Timeline
	Year
	Month
	
	Completed

	1
	August
	Set up a meeting with your advisor to discuss MA requirements, i.e., courses, research practicum, research interests, possible Thesis topic, and timeframe to complete your MA. Setting shorter and longer-term goals are important to completing all of your degree requirements in a timely fashion
	

	1
	
	Set up MA Courses with your advisor.
	

	1
	
	Set up half TA with TA coordinator Dr. Doba Goodman
	

	1
	
	Set up Research Practicum with your Advisor, i.e., GA
	

	1
	Sept
	Attend Departmental and Area Orientations, begin Fall courses. You will want to start getting involved with research as soon as you arrive
	

	1
	Jan
	Discuss and confirm MA Thesis topic with your advisor. The formal proposal must be– 3500 words max! Begin to set up your Thesis Committee
	

	1
	Feb
	Draft copy of proposal should be submitted to your advisor.  
	

	1
	Feb-Mar
	Receive revisions on your Thesis proposal from your advisor. Be aware that several revisions may be required.
	

	1
	Mar
	Brief 15 min brownbag presentation on your research interests and/or results to date to the SP Area
	

	1
	
	Finalize your revisions and submit your proposal to your Committee for their feedback.   
	

	1
	End of April
	Submit final draft of thesis proposal for approval by your advisory committee
	

	1
	April
	Complete MA course requirements
	

	1
	May
	Work out a timeline with your committee regarding deadlines so that you are sure to submit your proposal to the graduate programme and graduate studies by the end of MA1. Typically, 30 days are required by committee members to finalize your proposal. Given that the Thesis proposal for the MA must be submitted by June 30 of MA1, the final Thesis proposal must be completed by the middle of May.
	

	1
	July
	Prepare ethics package for Thesis research to FGS.  

Forms required include: A Thesis and Dissertation

Submission Form, A Human Participants Research Protocol Form, 
including an Informed Consent Document, and a Checklist for 
Researchers. All forms are available in the Psychology Graduate Office.  Approval typically takes 4-6 weeks.
	

	
	
	Submit final approved proposal with ethics package to FGS with the proposal approval form signed by your committee.  
	

	1
	July-Aug
	Begin collecting any pilot data for your Thesis and preparing your research stimuli for your Thesis (if you have not done so already)
	

	1
	July
	Deadline for submissions to the SPSP conference. 
	

	2
	Sept
	Begin collecting the data for your thesis! (e.g., URPP)
	

	2
	Sept
	Begin MA courses not completed in Year 1
	

	2
	Jan
	Begin analyzing your data and writing your thesis
	

	2
	March
	Submit complete first draft of thesis to your advisor.
Have your final draft to your Oral Examination Committee at least 1 month before your defense date. You need to be successfully defended by Aug 31 to move into the PhD Program. 
	

	
	April
	Prepare CV, MA/PhD Checklist, year end evaluation form, meet with your advisor and committee to review your progress and your advisor’s interest in supervising you for a PhD if that is your goal. Do not assume that your admission to the PhD will be automatic. Your application will be considered by your Thesis Committee, Area Coordinator, Area Faculty Members, and Graduate Programme Director.
	

	2
	May
	SP faculty meeting to review graduate student progress (i.e., SP faculty retreat).  Recommendations on whether to approve MA 2 candidates for admission to the PhD programme will be made. If provisional PhD Status is required, you must request this from the Area and your advisor must prepare a letter to support you
	

	
	
	Submit a complete draft of your Thesis to your Committee. Your advisor should be organizing your Oral Examination Committee.
	

	2
	May/June
	Revise and resubmit thesis. You will likely go through many revisions before it is ready to go to your committee. Plan your time accordingly. Work out a timeline with your committee regarding deadlines so that you are sure to defend by the end of MA 2. Typically, 30-40 days are required by graduate studies for administrative purposes. Given that the oral defense for the MA must occur by August 31 of MA 2, the final Thesis must be completed by the middle of July.
	

	2
	June
	Submit the completed thesis draft to your committee once your advisor has approved it.  
	

	2
	
	Once your committee approves the thesis, have them sign the oral defense form indicating that you are ready to defend your thesis. You must submit this form to Graduate Studies 3 weeks prior to you defense date. Find a date that will work for your committee before submitting the form.
	

	2
	July
	Deadline for submissions to the SPSP conference.
	

	2
	Aug
	If you require provisional status, a letter must be sent to the Psychology Graduate Office by each of your thesis committee members and the SP year end evaluation committee stating you will be defending by Fall of PhD 1. This will only be done in exceptional circumstances. These letters must be sent by August 15th.
	

	2
	Sept
	Once you have completed your MA Thesis defense and all coursework, you may apply for PhD status. Approval must be obtained from your advisory committee, the area coordinator, area year end evaluation committee, and the graduate director. This is not automatic. The form is available from the Psychology Graduate office.
	


